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" L o v e n e v e r f a i l s ; b u t i f t h e r e a r e
g i f t s o f p r o p h e c y, t h e y w i l l b e d o n e a w a y ;
i f t h e r e a r e t o n g u e s , t h e y w i l l c e a s e ;
i f t h e r e i s k n o w l e d g e , i t w e l l b e d o n e
a w a y. F o r w e k n o w i n p a r t , a n d w e
prophecy in par t ; but when the per fect
c o m e s , t h e p a r t i a l w i l l b e d o n e a w a y.

- 1 C o r i n t h i a n s 1 3 : . 8 - 1 0

O n e o f t h e g r e a t e s t d i f fi c u l t i e s f a c i n g t o d a y ' s

c h a r i s m a t i c C h r i s t i a n i s w h a t s o m e c a l l t h e g a p b e t w e e n

the "disappearance" of the charismatic/supernatural gifts
fo l lowing the c lose o f the Aposto l ic age and the i r " reappear

a n c e " d u r i n g t h e p r e s e n t c e n t u r y.

Benjamin L'arfield in his hook.C. ..unterf e* t Miracles ,
t r a c e s w h a t h e c a l l s t h e c e s s a t i o n o f t h e t r u e c h a r i s m a t a

and the appearance of couftterfeit post—Apostolic gifts.

When Warfield wrote his book there was a theory c irculat ing

that the char ismata did not cease at the c lose of the

Apostolic age but that they gradually faded out until the
Church v7as firmly established, possibly around tne close of

2
t h e t h i r d c e n t u r y .

Wa r fi e l d ' s c a s e w o u l d s e e m t o b e a s i m p l e o n e :

the v/ritings of the so—called Apostolic Fathers contain
no c lear and cer ta in a l lus ions to mirac le—v/ork ing or to the

exerc ise o f the char i smat i c g i f t s , con temporaneous ly

with themselves.^ He finds the records of those that



followed immediately after the Apostles to be very straight
forward and very much devoid of a certain obsession for the
miraculous characteristic of much of the writings appearing

during the third and four century.̂  There are some exceptions
t o t h e r u l e h o w e v e r ,

Origen in the second century professes to have
been an eye-witness of many instances of exorcism, healing,
and prophecy, but he refuses to record the details lest he
rouse the laughter of the unbeliever.̂  In regards specific
ally to glossolalia or tongues both Justin Martyr and
Irenaeus testify of their validity (though Warfield adds
that they give no specific time/place record)• Warfield

♦

believes that the miracles refered to by the above writers
took place during the Apostolic era and not at the time of
the writing for two reasons: (1) the lack of specific
information- number of witnesses and (2) that the
miracles are recorded in the past tense. V7arfield s
reference is found in Irenaeus to which he adds:

I f we. wi l l read h im carefu l ly we shal l
observe that, as he runs along in his
enumerat ion o f the Chr is t ian marve ls ,
"there is a sudden and unexpected change
of tense when he Ibegins to speak of this
greatest of miracles"- raising from thedead. "Healing, exorcism, and prophecy-
these he-^asserts are matters of present
experience; but he never says that of
r e s u r r e c t i o n f r o m t h e d e a d . 8

So instead of proving the miracle/charismata references
to be Apostolic he only "proves" the raising from the dead
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t o b e A p o s t o l i c w h i l e a s s e r t i n g t h e o t h e r g i f t s t o b e

c o n t e m p o r a n e o u s♦

I n t e r e s t i n g l y , C h a r l e s H u m m e l i n h i s b o o k , F i r e

i n t h e F i r e p l a c e ; C o n t e m p o r a r y C h a r i s m a t i c R e n e w a l , r e f e r s

t o t h e s a m e a u t h o r s p l u s T e r t u l l i a n a s s u p p o r t i n g h i s
9

b e l i e f i n t h e c o n t i n u a t i o n o f t h e h i s t o r i c g i f t s .

O b v i o u s l y Wa r fi e l d ' s fi r s t c l a i m . ( n o p o s t - A p o s t o l i c
re ference to contemporaneous mi rac le-work ing) w i l l no t ho ld

up w i thou t d is regard ing the w i tness o f Jus t in Mar ty r, Or igen ,
I r e n a e u s a n d T e r t u l l i a n , A t t h e s a m e t i m e t h o s e t h a t

h o l d t o t h e c o n t i n u a t i o n o f t h e c h a r i s m a t a a r e n o t h o m e

f r e e f Va r i o u s a s s e r t i o n s s t i l l n e e d t o a n s w e r e d .
T h e fi r s t a s s e r t i o n t h a t n e e d s t o b e a d d r e s s e d i s

t h a t n o n e o f t h e a b o v e w i t n e s s e s t e s t i f y t o h a v i n g w o r k e d

any of "the above mentioned miracles themselves,̂ ^While no
r e a l a n s w e r ^ c a n b e m a d e f o r t h i s " p r o b l e m " w e c a n c o n c l u d e

tha t the g i f t s d id no t take p lace w i th in the church w i th

as much frequency as would be assumed from the book of

A c t s a n d t h e l e t t e r s o f P a u l i n t h e fi r s t c e n t u r y c h u r c h .

Th is w i l l p rove to be an impor tan t po in t in fo rmu la t ing

a theory regard ing the "cessat ion" o f the char ismata.
A s e c o n d a s s e r t i o n i s t h a t t h e o n l y c l e a r r e f e r e n c e s

p e r t a i n i n g t o t h e c h a r i s m a t a a n d p a r t i c u l a r l y t o t o n g u e s

f o u n d b e t w e e n t h e t h i r d a n d t h e p r e s e n t c e n t u r i e s w e r e i n

t h e c o n t e x t o f v a r i o u s h e r e t i c a l c u l t s . T h i s " h i s t o r i c a l
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c o n n e c t i o n " h a s l e d s o m e e v a n g e l i c a l l e a d e r s t o q u e s t i o n

w h e t h e r t h e c h a r i s m a t i c g i f t s a n d s o l a s c r i p t u r a c a n l i v e

s i d e b y s i d e . J o h n M a c A r t h u r i n h i s b o o k , t h e C h a r i s m a t i c s .
1 2d e a l s w i t h t h i s p r o b l e m o f p r i o r i t y i n s p i r i t u a l a u t h o r i t y .

A c t u a l l y I s e e n o p r o b l e m a t a l l . T h e A p o s t l e J o h n v e r y
r 1 3

c l e a r l y c o m m a n d s a l l e h r i s t i a n s t o t e s t a n y " s p i r i t . "

O n w h a t b a s i s a r e w e t o m a k e s u c h a t e s t ? I f s o m e o n e c o m e s

c l a i m i n g a n e w r e v e l a t i o n f r o m G o d , w i l l t h a t r e v e l a t i o n

c o n t r a d i c t o r c a n c e l a p r e v i o u s l y g i v e n r e v e l a t i o n ( i . e ,
1 4t h e B i b l e ) ? O b v i o u s l y n o t . V / h a t a r e t h e t w o d a n g e r s

t h e n ; o n e i s t o d e p a r t f r o m t h e r e v e a l e d v Vo r d o f G o d a n d

t h e o t h e r i s t o c l a i m G o d c a n n o t c o m m u n i c a t e t o u s i n n o

1 5o t h e r w a y e x c e p t t h r o u g h t h e B i b l e . W i t h r e f e r e n c e t o

t h e v a r i o u s " P e n t a c o s t a l " h e r e t i c s ( t h e M o n t a n i s t s , t h e

C e v e n o l p r i e s t s , a n d t h e " S h a k e r s " ) t h e i r d e p a r t u r e f r o m

B i b l i c a l C h r i s t i a n i t y i s o b v i o u s e v i d e n c e t h a t t h e y p o s s e s s e d

a c o n t e r f e i t s p i r i t . T h i s , h o w e v e r , l e a v e s u s w i t h o u t

a " c h a r i s m a t i c l i n e a g e .

D i d G o d w i t h d r a w t h e c h a r i s m a t a f o l l o w i n g t h e
1 7

A p o s t o l i c e r a ? T h e p a s s a g e m o s t o f t e n a p p e a l e d t o i s

t h e p a s s a g e I b e g a n t h i s p a p e r w i t h , 1 C o r i n t h i a n s 1 3 : 8 - 1 0 . .

I n u n d e r s t a n d i n g t h i s p a s s a g e t w o " p r o b l e m s " n e e d t o b e

a d d r e s s e d . T h e fi r s t i s t h e i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f t h e w o r d ,

" p e r f e c t . " I n l e a v i n g t h e w o r d w i t h o u t c a p i t a l l e t t e r s

t h e N A S B i s l e a n i n g t o w a r d a n o n - C h r i s t o l o g i c a l i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .



A n o t h e r a l t e r n a t i v e ( n o t t h a t t h e N A S B ' s d e c i s i o n t o l e a v e

the word without capitals is enough to keep one from

interpreting the word Christologically) is to interpret
the word to mean the Bible or more specifically the Mew

Te s t a m e n t . I n t h i s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n t h i s p a s s a g e i s p l a c e d
1 8

along side James' "perfect law of liberty." It should
be enough to say that for this interpretation to work the

"perfect" has to be post-Apostolic (to coincide with the
cessation of the charismata) and James's "perfect" is present

(refering to either the Old Testament carion or the law of
faith", that is the gospel, which was present, inwhich
case Paul 's future "perfect" is meaningless.. . ) . Disregard

ing James' "perfect" does the context lend itself to a
"New Testament" in terpre ta t ion? Would Paul have wr i t ten,

"When the Mew Testament is completed then the partial (the
charismata) will be done away with"? Hermeneutically that

would have been incorrect in a non-visionary context. It

seems that the passage lends itself more towards eternal

things; "love never fails.... I shall know fully just as I
also have been fully known," etc. Paul seems to be looking
at something further down the road than the completion of
t h e C a n o n .

The second problem is, had the "pjerfect meant

the Bible, could we base a doctrine on one passage wedged
- 1 9

i n t h e m i d d l e o f a d i s c o u r s e o n l o v e ?
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W h a t t h e n a b o u t o u r " c h a r i s m a t i c l i n e a g e " ? I n t h e

event that God did not withdraw the charismata at the

Apostolic Age(as attested to by our four Church Fathers,
see p. 3, nor prophesied in scripture) then its virtual
disappearance would be due to the following: as the church
became more of an organization and less of an organism, as

the daily assembling became more liturgical and less spontan

eous, and as the church became office oriented (clergy-laity)
and less gift oriented the charismata lost its place in the

, 2 0

organization. They became feared if not oppressed.
Obviously to adequatel\̂'̂ich a theory as I have

presented would take a paper of a far greater magnitude.
Let it be enough to say for right now that: (1) the post-

Apostolic Fathers confess to the existence of post-Apostolic
charismata, (2) Scriptiirê  does not prophesy the cessation
of the charismata at the close of the Apostolic era,and

(3) the charismata seemed to have disappeared due to the

c h u r c h e s n e g l e c t / i g n o r a n c e ,

9
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What I mean by this is the idea of a lifeless record
left to us regarding a time two thousand years ago when God



( F o o t n o t e s , C o n t i n u e d )

o n c e s p o k e t o m a n k i n d . W e a l l o w f o r t h e i l l u m i n a t i o n o f
t h e H o l y S p i r i t . I s i t a n y m o r e d i f fi c u l t f o r G o d t o
c o m m u n e i n a m o r e p e r s o n a l w a y ?

1 6 I a m o b v i o u s l y a s s u m i n g t h a t t h e r e s h o u l d b e s o m e
c o n n e c t i o n b e t w e e n t b d a y ' s e x p e r i e n c e a n d t h e S c r i p t u r a l
r e c o r d . T h a t i s , i f G o d d i d n o t w i t h d r a w t h e c h a r i s m a t a ,
t h e r e s h o u l d b e a l i n e a g e .

1 7 The ques t i on shou ld have been add ressed be fo re
l o o k i n g a t t h e h i s t o r i c a l d a t a .

J a m e s 1 : 2 5

Aga in , Pau l ' s s ta tement i s no t , "when are the g i f t s
go i ng t o end? " bu t " l o ve i s e t e rna l . " The sub jec t i s t he
e x c e l l e n c y o f L o v e .

- H u m m e l , p . 1 6 8 .
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